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acquiesce in personal failure, if only their children may thereby
be brought nearer to success.
Its sociological	This aspect of the process of identification is one which,
significance we may verv reasonably expect, will tend to play an increasing
role as mental development proceeds and men come to work
more and more with distant ends in view. If this expectation
is correct, the aspect in question is probably one of very great
biological and sociological importance, for even under present
conditions it is clearly of much value in stimulating effort and
in fostering thoroughness, far-sightedness and care. If a man
realises that on his labours are dependent not only his own
happiness and well being but those of his children and his
childrens' children, he possesses one of the highest but at the
same time one of the most efficient incentives to truly moral
conduct to which the developed human mind is open1,
1 For these reasons it would seem very undesirable to tamper
to any appreciable extent with the motives that may impel a man
to work for the*advantage of his immediate posterity; as would be done
for instance, by any prohibition to transmit property to heirs, or by any
measure that too greatly diminished the value of such property, such as
an excessive death duty.
What seems to be to some extent the American ideal of each
generation "making good" in their own persons, is of course based mainly
on perfectly sound ethical and psychological considerations. There is nothing
in these considerations however which is incompatible with the hereditary
transmission of wealth or rank. On the contrary, it would seem to be an
ennobling and inspiring ideal for each generation to start life at a some-
what higher all-round level—material and moral—than the one before
it, each one adding a little to the well-being of the family in body and
mind and handing on the improvement to its successor
In spite of the great advantages that may thus follow from the
identification of the parent with his children, it behoves us not to over-
look one possible danger that may ensue from it, if carried to excess. An
individual's actions affect posterity, not only in the persons of his own
offspring, but also by their influence on the history of humanity at large;
and it would be highly undesirable if, while contemplating the benefit of
his own family, an individual ceased to bear in mind his duties to the
wider circles of his social environment. The deeds of great men obviously
determine to a considerable extent the future of the race. It is however
the privilege of all of us to contribute to this history to some degree;
hence an enlightened morality must needs emphasise the responsibility
that is incurred in this respect even by the humblest, since, by his actions
during life, he has to some extent made himself immortal, and influenced
the world through all time for good or ill.
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